
BRING YOUR OWN DEVICE (BYOD) AT NEWTON MOORE SHS 
A GUIDE FOR PARENTS-NOVEMBER 2017 
 
Newton Moore SHS encourages students from all year groups to ‘Bring your own device’ to support 
learning in our school. BYOD means you can bring an appropriate laptop or tablet to school and use it 
in classes and for study purposes. 
 
 

WHAT TO BUY? 
Some of the criteria to consider when purchasing include: 
 

 Easy portability-what weight/size can fit into my child’s bag. 

 Sturdiness-is the device going to withstand daily use, in and out of a bag, to and from school. 

 Battery life-at least 5 hours of battery life is recommended as opportunities for charging won’t 
always be available during the school day. 

 Screen size-at least 9.7 diagonal inches is the minimum size recommended 

 Operating System-Windows 10 recommended 

 Keyboard-inbuilt or external keyboard is recommended  

 USB ports recommended, DVD/CD drives not required 

 Antivirus software-mandatory 

 Wi-Fi-mandatory 

 Processor capacity and memory-consider what software/applications your child is likely to 
want to use. Data hungry software such as AutoCAD, Adobe products will require more grunt 
than just simple word processing, internet searches and general computing use. 

 Price-affordability is important to the family budget. Don’t get talked into buying  a device that 
has features that won’t be used. A BYOD for school is a learning tool, and many of the models 
available on the market in the $400-700 range are adequate for most student’s needs. 

 
NOTE 
Smartphones are unsuitable for learning activities because of their small screen size.  
Ipad’s and Apple computers are also not recommended as they can have difficulty in accessing our network. 

 

INSURANCE 
As personal property is not covered under the school’s insurance, we STRONGLY recommend that any 
BYOD device is covered fully under your own personal house/contents insurance arrangements. When 
purchasing you may also wish to consider buying an extended warranty. 
 
 

CONNECTING TO THE SCHOOL NETWORK 
The use of BYOD devices on the school network carries with it certain obligations and responsibilities 

of the student to operate the device in line with the school ICT Resources, BYOD, Mobile Phone and 

Online Services Acceptable Use Agreement for Students 

 

COST 
Newton Moore recognises that affordability is an issue for many of our parents and so we have 
provided a list of some lower cost models that you may consider when purchasing a computer for your 
child. Note that we do not recommend any particular brand or model, nor do we have any affiliation 
with any particular supplier in this regard.  
 
Examples of some suitable models on the market as at 1/11/17 
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